
 

Cave Languages 
Primary Languages Update – November - December 2023 

 
 

German Expert Mentors 
German Expert Mentors are free of charge and provide bespoke training opportunities, 
coaching and action planning to support the teaching and learning of German. You can find 
out more here: 
German Expert Mentors (GEMs) - Goethe-Institut United Kingdom 
 

Primary Bee 
The Primary Bee is for students in Years 5 & 6 who have started learning a foreign language 
ab initio in KS2 to practise and improve their vocabulary, pronunciation and memory skills in 
French, Spanish or German. It costs £25 for state schools and £50 for non-state schools. Find 
out more here: 
Primary Bee | Routes into Languages 

 
Winter Languages Challenge 
The publishing company BSmall has set a challenge of designing a winter character. Find out 
more here: 
YLLA WINTER CHALLENGE (bsmall.co.uk) 
 

DELTEA control schools 
The research project DELTEA looking at the teaching and learning of languages in KS2 is 
looking for some control schools take part. They are particularly keen to find Year 5 classes 
teaching French or Spanish. Find out more here: 
DELTEA control schools (office.com) 
 

British Council Language Teacher Training Scholarship 
If you know anyone who is thinking of following a teaching training course in languages, 
point them in the direction of this information about scholarships provided by the British 
Council. 
Microsoft Virtual Events Powered by Teams 
 

Summer 2024 – Training for Teachers of Spanish 
The Education Office of the Spanish Embassy  is offering funded training courses in 
Salamanca for one week in June and July 2024. 
Find out more here: 
Summer 2024: Spanish Teacher Training - United Kingdom | Ministry of Education, Vocational 
Training and Sports (educacionyfp.gob.es) 
 

Funded opportunity to visit a school in Germany 
The UK-German Connection is offering a funded opportunity to UK teachers to visit a school 
in Germany for one or two weeks in 2023-24. The deadline for a Spring visit is the 15th 
December and for a Summer visit is the 1st March. Find out more here: 
Professional Enrichment Programme – Professionals & Parents (ukgermanconnection.org) 
 

Language Trends Webinar 
If you would like to find out more about the Language Trends Report of 2023, NLCE is 
hosting a free webinar on this topic on Thursday 7th December 5-6pm. Find out more here: 
NCLE presents: Language Trends England 2023 Tickets, Thu 7 Dec 2023 at 17:00 | Eventbrite 
 

 
 

https://www.goethe.de/ins/gb/en/spr/drm/gem.html?fbclid=IwAR37JKIHNhIeDlTOGpLwTCdS7F5X6x0Hgt8xl5CX7CFAqav56LCYgBXTiBo
https://www.routesintolanguages.ac.uk/events/primary-bee?fbclid=IwAR0XrZIDdnYtoeccqx7dTsK0Xxu0uVQxbcT5zDsLnqiLAYd_CEUVbzwyppg
https://bsmall.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2023/11/YLLA-WINTER-CHALLENGE.pdf
https://forms.office.com/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=-XhTSvQpPk2-iWadA62p2Kuq9b6pLf1OvK3ZzIXAgspUOUZVVEFFTTZJNjc1UVBBWU9XQU1GODg5MS4u&mc_cid=f0e6062ea4&mc_eid=35151aff51
https://events.teams.microsoft.com/event/123b9da8-19e1-40b3-8651-1d8665f232ce@ae6275c1-ccdd-4046-b2a1-6245a2cca3ec/registration?mc_cid=f0e6062ea4&mc_eid=35151aff51
https://www.educacionyfp.gob.es/reinounido/convocatorias-programas/formacion-profesorado/historico-formaciones/usal-verano-2024.html?mc_cid=f0e6062ea4&mc_eid=35151aff51
https://www.educacionyfp.gob.es/reinounido/convocatorias-programas/formacion-profesorado/historico-formaciones/usal-verano-2024.html?mc_cid=f0e6062ea4&mc_eid=35151aff51
https://ukgermanconnection.org/pp/programmes/professional-enrichment-programme/?mc_cid=f0e6062ea4&mc_eid=35151aff51
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/ncle-presents-language-trends-england-2023-tickets-761094643567?aff=oddtdtcreator&mc_cid=f0e6062ea4&mc_eid=35151aff51


Using Technology in Language Lessons 
We  had a very interesting and informative meeting at the ALL Thames Valley Primary Hub 
meeting in October. If you would like to read about the suggestions for using technology in 
primary language lessons, have a look at the notes on this page of my website Thames valley 
primary hub - Cave Languages: advice, training courses and support for the delivery of languages in 
primary schools 
 

Christmas Resources 
If you go to the ‘Sharing Good Practice’ page of my website, in the section ’Interesting links 
to resources online’ you will find the entries for December 2014, 2015, 2016, 2017, 2018, 
2019, 2020, 2021, 2022 which have links to a variety of resources to use in the weeks 
leading up to Christmas. Most of them should still be available. Here are the most popular 
ones from the last few years: 

Videos Simple Christmas Songs in French 

Je vous souhaite un Joyeux Noël! - YouTube 

Simple Spanish Christmas Songs 

Vamonos 

Simple French Nativity Story with audio also in Spanish 

YouTube Primary Languages Network 
Nativity Story Spanish - YouTube 

Festive phrases in different languages 

Coffee Break Languages 

Interactive Christmas Stories in English, French, German and Spanish 

Little Red Languages 

Goethe Institute video Christmas in Germany 

German Christmas Video 

Christmas Songs and Stories in French 

Christmas songs and stories 

Design a Christmas jumper 

Un Pull de Noël | Fun with French (funfrenchactivities.blogspot.com) 

 
In addition to the above, have a look at these latest additions: 

Advent calendar in German. 
Advent calendar – The Voyage Kids (ukgermanconnection.org) 
Christmas resources in various languages 
Christmas (scilt.org.uk) 
Christmas vocabulary in French 
Learn and Play with Christmas vocabulary in French - YouTube 
Christmas/New Year song in Spanish 
Rockalingua 
Christmas around the world 
Primary school assemblies: Christmas Around the World - BBC Teach 
 

I hope that the end of term goes well for you and you have a lovely Christmas break. 
 
As always, if you have any queries, please contact me.  Remember that to find out the latest 
news and information in between the newsletters, keep checking the Sharing Good Practice 
page of the Cave Languages website  
Sharing good practice - Cave Languages: advice, training courses and support for the delivery of 
languages in primary schools 
 
Joyeux Noël! 

https://www.cavelanguages.co.uk/thames-valley-primary-hub
https://www.cavelanguages.co.uk/thames-valley-primary-hub
https://www.cavelanguages.co.uk/thames-valley-primary-hub
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VGKm4vVLfRM
http://lisibo.com/2020/12/simple-spanish-songs-for-christmas/?fbclid=IwAR0LNbjbPHa-qCx7s_pckmNBVzdffTx3UBrjMxUdAz6zilsWtRv2SxEe8rs
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MD0m0iLkK3Q&feature=youtu.be&fbclid=IwAR36XIMYI0SQz9i6YQcjl_z3CtWjmVk-ueKZPlj3GW7a1Lk0BGEJrlOPvuQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zc-5jn03LxQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KoPKLUmWVs4&list=PLwX3o6xqc_JgytLCt90Pqkw3adbquzhXj&ab_channel=CoffeeBreakLanguages&utm_campaign=coschedule&utm_source=facebook_page&utm_medium=Coffee%20Break%20Languages&utm_content=Learn%20to%20say%20%22Merry%20Christmas%22%20in%20Norwegian%20-%20Festive%20Phrases%20Advent%20Calendar%20Day%201&fbclid=IwAR2kDGSEiO4Uf3lb8e8Q1n6CNMHoDk_glOonQB80xX6cS8AUVy1h6DbKAhA
https://www.littleredlanguages.co.uk/?fbclid=IwAR33s8xUZb9COFoRkKnw7lH6nfH3oBkE38uTu5kLSYy2IV8CrEjHAmPuSSE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vyrcGFlhxPA
http://www.forfrenchimmersion.com/french-christmas-videos-list/
https://funfrenchactivities.blogspot.com/2016/11/un-pull-de-noel.html?m=1&fbclid=IwAR2ZNGxC-EMFNTjY4ti_UKbifWB_IsMamBWdooALFTXFCDOkIvtqj25Q_sM
https://ukgermanconnection.org/kids/find-out-en/advent-calendar/?mc_cid=f0e6062ea4&mc_eid=35151aff51
https://scilt.org.uk/Christmas/tabid/2268/Default.aspx#ID0EUBNolLCalendriCelebratingChristmasinLanguages6
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=moqciM0YMUQ
https://rockalingua.com/videos/christmas-new-year?fbclid=IwAR10q5GF9_WDrii9xS6t_YoJaOZiprSC-5i2D7Lv-bXYL1g1XrFiBZ8lrQk
https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/school-radio/assemblies-ks1-ks2-christmas-around-the-world/zn7t3qt?dm_i=3YNL%2C1LNPO%2C6YKO5J%2C61VBQ%2C1&fbclid=IwAR2VYLqCWWOJnbd8K_xnDu-RW-PXfHvFTFJ_vPqXQnAzpvzhAgRbqqPBReM
https://www.cavelanguages.co.uk/sharing-good-practice
https://www.cavelanguages.co.uk/sharing-good-practice


 
Best wishes 
Sue 
 
Primary Languages Specialist Trainer and Consultant 
Cave Languages 
www.cavelanguages.co.uk 
 
07503620097 
 
“supporting schools to deliver languages” 
 
 

http://www.cavelanguages.co.uk/

