Cave Languages
Primary Language Update – March/April 2019

Easter Resources
Here is a link to some useful Easter classroom resources in French, German, Spanish and Italian. The links are on the ‘Association of Language Learning’ website. 
https://www.all-languages.org.uk/resources/primary-resources/easter-resources/

Thames Valley Primary MFL Meeting
We had a great network and support meeting for teachers of languages in the Thames Valley last Thursday. We shared teaching ideas for practising speaking – single words, sentences, question and answers, presentations and using the target language. You can read the notes from the meeting here https://www.cavelanguages.co.uk/thames-valley-primary-hub The meeting in the summer term will be on Wednesday 12th June and the focus of the meeting will be ‘using songs to teach languages’.

Free German Up-skilling sessions for teachers
If you are teaching German and you or your colleagues would like some brush-up sessions to improve your German, the Goethe Institute is offering some for free. You will need a minimum group size of 6 and they will come to your school and deliver 10 twilight sessions of 90 minutes each. Sounds amazing! https://www.goethe.de/ins/gb/en/spr/unt/kum/dfk/dwb.html

White Paper – Primary Languages Policy in England – The Way Forward
This White Paper has just been published. A summit of key players, leading practitioners and academics took place to discuss and form a strategy to overcome some of the challenges currently faced by primary schools in delivering the statutory requirement for languages. It is well worth taking time to read it here on the RIPL website http://www.ripl.uk/policy/
Clare Seccombe, of Light Bulb Languages, has very kindly summarised the 10 recommendations and these can be found on her Changing Phase blogspot https://changing-phase.blogspot.com/2019/03/primary-languages-white-paper.html?fbclid=IwAR2bIX4DBzPhEEOlk_dmHwJ-EGK1X8LLaiAADhLFEMHHFM1dEbTdTx0x8Z8
Here they are:
1. Time allocation: clear, non-statutory guidance about optimum time allocation for languages in Key Stage 2
1. Pedagogy: to strengthen the quality of teaching with investment by the DfE for teachers and ITE
1. Curriculum planning:  non-statutory guidance on the minimum core content, to define what children should know by the end of KS2
1. Transition: to encourage collaboration between phases
1. Assessment and reporting: a nationally-recognised benchmark to be reached by children by the end of KS2
1. Digital technology: to improve teacher knowledge and to provide high-quality teaching resources
1. School accountability: Ofsted should focus on languages in the next inspection cycle to gather evidence related to the 3 Is of intent,   implementation and impact
1. School leadership:  school leaders and governors should be supported to strengthen and ensure suitable content for KS2
1. Strategic role of research:  primary languages should be a DfE focus in the next round of social research aims
1. Create a National Task Force for Primary Languages



[bookmark: _GoBack]OFSTED - Revised framework - Cave Languages Support
The new Ofsted DfE inspection framework is due to be published in September. The indication is that there will be much more focus on what children learn through the curriculum, and that includes Primary Languages. I have been hearing a lot of anecdotal evidence about Ofsted inspectors showing much more interest in how foreign languages are taught in their school.
If the teaching of languages in your school has slipped from the ‘broad and balanced curriculum’ and you would like some advice or support as to how to get back on track, please contact me. My leaflet detailing the support packages for 2019-20 is now available and can be downloaded from the Cave Languages website https://www.cavelanguages.co.uk/support-training

Have a great Easter break.
Best wishes
Sue

Primary MFL Specialist Teacher and Consultant
Cave Languages
www.cavelanguages.co.uk

07503620097

“supporting schools to deliver languages”


