Cave Languages
Primary Languages Update – May 2021


OFSTED blog
At the end of 2019 and at the beginning of 2020, OFSTED carried out 24 languages subject inspections in primary schools graded as outstanding. You can read here the overview of the comments made in the reports. 
Languages in outstanding primary schools - Ofsted blog: schools, early years, further education and skills

I have read all the 24 reports and collated the comments (not all) both positive and those which imply that improvement is needed. I have grouped the chosen comments according to the frequency of particular areas.
You can find the document on the Cave Languages website on the Sharing Good Practice page under ‘Teaching and Learning’.
Sharing good practice - Cave Languages: advice, training courses and support for the delivery of languages in primary schools

French and Spanish Listening Materials
Clare Seccombe has created audio files in French and Spanish with an accompanying transcript and activity sheet. The audio files were recorded by native speakers who are members of the Languages in Primary Schools Facebook group – known as Lips for short. If you are not a member of this group, I would recommend that you join if you would like to be part of a friendly and supportive group of primary language teachers. You will find the ‘Lips Listening Project’ on the Lightbulb languages website.
Listening (lightbulblanguages.co.uk)

Videos about Francophone Countries
Nathalie Paris has just started to post on her You Tube channel ‘Nattalingo’ videos for primary children about Francophone countries and their national days. The first one is about Cameroon. You will find on the channel a wealth of other videos for primary school children as well – worth a look.
Nattalingo Productions - YouTube

ALL Primary Languages Network Forum
The Association for Language Learning organises termly online meetings for teachers of primary languages. The meetings are called PHOrum and are for ALL members only and are free. If you are not a member, you might like to investigate joining the Association here Become a member - Association for Language Learning (all-languages.org.uk) The presentations at the meeting on the 16th June are entitled ‘Using free authentic resources to teach language through culture’ and ‘Resources to support representation and cultural diversity in primary languages’. More information is here Thames valley primary hub - Cave Languages: advice, training courses and support for the delivery of languages in primary schools scroll to the bottom of the page

Free Primary Language Conference Online
The Primary Languages Network is organising a free virtual conference. It will take place over the week of the 14th – 18th June. To book a place and find out more Conference 2021 — Primary Languages Network


Exploring Word Roots Webinar
This free webinar will explore the key Latin and Greek root words which feature frequently in English and discuss implicit and explicit strategies for teaching vocabulary in Key Stage 2 and 3. There will also be information about how to access free advice and funding from Classics for All to support the introduction or development of classical subjects in your school. Book a place here 
Primary Latin Word Roots sign up form (google.com)

Write Away!
This is a reminder of ‘Write Away’ - it is a magazine celebrating the writing that primary children do in their language lessons. You can read issues which have already been published by Light Bulb Languages as well as find out how to submit examples of children in your school. A good place to look for inspiration. Write Away! (lightbulblanguages.co.uk)

Cave Languages INSET
As well as training sessions to support the delivery of the Cave Languages schemes of work, I offer online French linguistic upskilling sessions in pronunciation and grammar. You will find information about this as well as INSET sessions on the 3 Is, Assessment, Teaching Grammar and Phonics here Support training - Cave Languages: advice, training courses and support for the delivery of languages in primary schools

On the 8th June, I am delivering a session for TT Education entitled ‘Teaching foreign languages in primary school’. It is online and live streamed, you can find out more here Foreign Language | Primary CPD Course | TT Education

Funding from UK-German connection
If you teach German and are looking for funding for projects or visits, you can apply for some from UK-German connection. Find out more here Funding – Parents & Professionals (ukgermanconnection.org)
A quick reminder also that there are free resources for teaching German in primary schools here The Voyage Kids – UK German Connection

As always, if you have any queries, please do not hesitate to contact me.
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