Cave Languages
Primary Language Update – May 2017

Cave Languages Training Courses
The dates for the training courses which I will be offering in 2017-18 are now available. You can view the training course leaflet here http://www.cavelanguages.co.uk/support-training For anyone using the Cave Languages scheme of work, there will be a training session for each year group at the start of each term. Here is some feedback from this year’s courses:
“Probably the best course I've ever attended in terms of immediate impact on practice.”
For colleagues who are not confident about their language skills, there will be two courses depending on which year group they will be teaching – ‘French Pronunciation and Grammar 1 & 2’. This is what someone said after attending the course:
I had a really negative experience of learning French in school so the thought of teaching it terrified me. I feel much more confident now.
Please do not hesitate to contact me if you need advice as to which is the best course. For a third year, the cost of the courses remains unchanged - £60 for 3 twilights. Don’t forget that there is also a training package for £400 which gives a school unlimited access to all the courses.

Thames Valley Network and Support Meeting
The next meeting of the Thames Valley Network and Support meeting will take place on Wednesday 21st June at 4.15 – 5.45pm at Keep Hatch Primary School. This is a chance to meet up with others who are delivering a foreign language in local primary schools to discuss and share successes and queries. In addition, the focus of the meeting will be ‘raising the profile of languages beyond the classroom’. If you have organized any events such as language days, visits, special language activities, it would be great if you could share what you have done. Even if you have not, please come along to find out what others have done. It is FREE to attend and all are welcome. Please let me know if you are going to attend.

Spanish Playground Games and Training Courses
For anyone teaching Spanish, this looks like an interesting site with ideas for Spanish Playground games
http://www.spanishplayground.net/12-traditional-games-spanish/
The Spanish Embassy Education office is offering workshops for teaching primary Spanish. The closing date for registration is Friday 2nd June. The places are limited and will be allocated on a first come, first served basis, so if you are interested, book your place soon..
http://www.mecd.gob.es/reinounido/convocatorias-programas/formacion-profesorado/Talleres-de-la-Consejeria.html

Sharing Good Practice
I think I have mentioned this before, the Facebook page ‘Languages in Primary School’ is a great site where you can be inspired with ideas and resources which are shared by primary teachers up and down the country. I often post some of the ideas on the Cave Languages Sharing Good Practice page http://www.cavelanguages.co.uk/sharing-good-practice
Here are some recent ideas and links posted on there:

A song to learn the French speaking countries of Africa 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=a3Hqfo8FrVA&sns=fb

Some great blog posts from Clare Seccombe recently on: sites for making resources; websites with popular names for boys and girls; making vocabulary maps; links between English and a foreign language
http://changing-phase.blogspot.co.uk/

There are always great recommendations for catchy songs, here is one called ‘Café Crocodile’
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=C0hGh3m2KFM

[bookmark: _GoBack]Writing Reports
I imagine that most schools now report on the progress of children in their school regarding foreign language learning. If you are looking for ideas as to what you should be reporting, you will find examples of comments (emerging, expected and exceeding) for each year group in the ‘Sharing Good Practice’ area of the Cave Languages website http://www.cavelanguages.co.uk/sharing-good-practice These are based on the targets of the KS2 Programme of Study.
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