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Objectives

• To consider the importance of incorporating 
phonics in language learning

• To explain a method and process of teaching 
phonics 

• To demonstrate a kinaesthetic way of teaching 
French phonics

• To demonstrate classroom activities to teach 
phonics

• To consider how to get started in Primary and 
Secondary
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KS2 & KS3 Programme of Study 

Key Stage 2
Teaching should enable pupils to understand and 
communicate ….. using their knowledge of phonology
• Develop accurate pronunciation and intonation so 

that others understand when they are reading aloud 
or using familiar words and phrases

• Explore the patterns and sounds of language….link 
spelling, sound and meaning of words

Key Stage 3
• Transcribe words and short sentences that they hear 

with increasing accuracy
• Speak coherently and confidently with increasing 

accurate pronunciation and intonation

There are specific references to the teaching of pronunciation in the KS2 and 3 
Programmes of Study.
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Review of MFL Pedagogy
Teaching Council 2016

• Pupils need to gain systematic knowledge of the vocabulary, 
grammar, and sound and spelling systems (phonics) of their 
new language, and how these are used by speakers of the 
language. They need to reinforce this knowledge with 
extensive planned practice and use in order to build the skills 
needed for communication.

• Teachers should select textbooks on the basis of how well 
they support a planned approach to teaching vocabulary, 
grammar and phonics. They should be supplemented by 
additional, attractive resources, including ICT and reading 
resources.

https://www.tscouncil.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2016/12/MFL-Pedagogy-Review-Report-2.pdf

4



Why teach phonics?

The representation of sounds through letters is a 
code.

Phonics provides the key to break the code and 
gives independence to language learners.

Do you explicitly teach this code?

In its simplest form, language is a series of sounds with accompanying letter strings. 
By not teaching these connections, you are doing your learners a great disservice. By 
revealing ‘the code’ of the language, you give learners the ability to be independent 
communicators.
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The simultaneous teaching of sound, written 
word and meaning is very demanding for 

beginners

Even if you remove the spelling

napnyugta
nyaralás

Examples in Hungarian

Presenting the sound of the whole word to learners (in particular beginners) for new 
items of vocabulary is challenging. The learner might be unfamiliar with some of the 
sounds and then has to recall the order of these sounds. In addition, the meaning of 
the word needs to be learnt. If the written word is presented at the same time, the 
learner will resort to pronunciation using knowledge of their first language.
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Embedding phonics
7 step process

ORACY

Step 1 – Identify and practise the individual sounds in a 
words

Step 2 - Blend the sounds to produce the whole word

Step 3 – Connect the meaning of the word to its sound

LITERACY

Step 4 – Identify and practise the graphemes for each sound

Step 5 – Read, say, spell and write the word

Step 6 – Connect the meaning of the word to its written 
form

Step 7 – Put words together to say and read a sentence

This 7 step process makes the learning of the pronunciation and spelling of the new 
vocabulary much less challenging and results in confident and accurate speakers who 
eventually will be able to make an accurate attempt at spelling the word.
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Step 1 - Identify and practise the 
individual sounds in a word

First of all identify the key Hungarian sounds in the words to be learnt. The key 
sounds are ones which may not exist in the learner’s first language or exist but have 
different letter strings. Decide upon an action for this sound and find an image to 
represent it. Model the action and pronounce the sound indicating the image at the 
same time. This visual and kinaesthetic method is a powerful learning tool. Practise 
the pronunciation of these sounds – see later for ideas for activities.
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Step 2 - Practise blending the sounds 
to create the whole word

n p t

Step 3 - Practise connecting the meaning
of the word to the sound of it

Provide all the sounds in the correct order for each word using letter strings for those 
sounds which are the same in L1 and L2. Encourage the learners to blend the sounds 
to pronounce the word. By allowing the learner to utter the word first, this makes the 
learning more powerful as the learner is aware of each sound and its order. Once 
familiar with the sound of each word, practise through listening and recognition 
activities.
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Step 4 - Identify and practise the 
graphemes for the individual sounds

a ny

u g
Provide the letter strings for each sound as it will be in the word to be learnt. Practise 
these – see later for activities.
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Step 5 - Practise reading, saying and 
writing the word

napnyugta

Step 6 - Practise connecting the
meaning of the word to its written form

n p t

Encourage the learner to predict the spelling of each word using recently acquired 
knowledge of letter and sound connections. Then give the learner practice in reading 
and recognising the word.
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New vocabulary - new sounds
Step 1

As new vocabulary is encountered, present the learner with any new sounds with 
which they are not familiar and practise as before.
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Steps 2 and 3 - as before

nya al

Present the sounds in the new words using images for the new sounds and letter 
strings with visual support for those already encountered.
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Step 4

r á
s

Introduce as before the letter strings for the new sounds.
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Steps 5 and 6 - as before

nyaralás

Encourage the learners to spell the new words.
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napnyugta

nyaralás
The learners should now be able to read aloud the new vocabulary with a high degree 
of confidence and accuracy. It may be that support still needs to be given with visual 
images for any less secure sounds.
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The final step is to put these words in a sentence and practise any sound changes 
which might occur depending on the language. E.g. In French – liaison can take place 
which will change the sound of the final silent letters.
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Physical French Phonics
A sound, action, spelling system for French Pronunciation

Copyright – Brilliant Publications
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All the key French sounds can be encountered through 
the teaching of some commonly taught words

• 5 numbers 

• 8 colours 

• Days of the week 

lundi, mardi, mercredi, jeudi, vendredi, samedi, 
dimanche

• Months of the year

janvier, février, mars, avril, mai, juin, juillet, août, 
septembre, octobre, novembre, décembre

• 3 animals

Through the teaching of these common items of vocabulary above, all 26 sounds will 
be encountered, although not all the corresponding letter strings. This language is 
commonly taught in most schemes of work. If taught early in the language learning 
process, these words could be points of reference
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How to teach 8 colours
7 step process

Step 1 – practise the individual sounds

Copyright – Brilliant Publications

Use the following activities to practise the sounds:
The teacher says a sound and the learners try to be the first to do action then vice 
versa.
Splat! the correct image when a sound is heard
First to show small image cards
Arrange the cards in order – 3 at a time as named
Pause and say – say 3 sounds in order and learners repeat them back after a pause.
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Copyright – Brilliant Publications

Step 2
The learners blend the sounds as described on slide 9.
Step 3 – practise the pronunciation of these words through these activities
Charades – guess the colour from the sequence of actions for the sounds in one of 
the colours 
Say a sound and pupils show the colour card with the sound in that word or Splat the 
colour card in groups
Distribute beanbags and say a sound. Pupils throw into the centre of the room the 
coloured beanbag if they think their colour has the sound within it.
Say the first sound of a word and bat with imaginary bat and the pupils ‘bat back’ the 
second sound and so on
Use other activities e.g. with flashcards to reinforce the meaning of the words
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Select stories to practise particular sounds and encourage the learners to perform the 
corresponding action every time the sound is heard. e.g. Toutes les couleurs
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eu

Copyright – Brilliant Publications

Make comparisons of the sound of the letters between L1 and L2. Say a sound and 
learners write and show the correct letter strings on a mini w/board.
Step 4 – activities to practise grapheme recognition
Name a sound and the pupils write the letters on a w/board and show you
Splat the grapheme in pairs
Hire and fire – distribute cards with a grapheme on each. Invite the pupils to stand at 
the front of the room with the cards displayed to the class. Say the sounds randomly 
and the pupil holding the corresponding grapheme must raise the card in the air. If 
they do not raise it instantly or raise the incorrect one, they should be replaced by 
another pupil.
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Copyright – Brilliant Publications

Select some sounds and set to a tune. In this example ‘Twinkle, Twinkle little star’ 
start with ‘un’. E.g. un,un/i,i/o,o/on
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Phoneme Bingo

Play bingo with the letter strings. The learners select and write down an agreed 
number, the teacher calls out the sounds and the learner crosses off the letter strings 
when heard.

25



Divide the class into two teams. One team is red and one is blue. The red team starts 
by naming a letter string on one side of the board and the blue on the opposite side. 
If correctly pronounced, the letter string is covered. The aim is to make a path of 
adjacent hexagons to the other side of the board before the other team.
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Step 5 – practise spelling the word

bl v

bleu rouge gris vert

Copyright – Brilliant Publications

Activities to practise spelling the word
Table card game  - cut up the words into graphemes and distribute them equally in 
groups. Each pupil takes in turns to place a card in order to spell each words
Phonic Happy Families – distribute the cut-up words equally in groups. Pupils ask 
another pupil for a particular grapheme by sound in order to spell the words.
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hangman

Phonic bingo - provide a long line for a letter string of 2 letters or more and a short 
line for a 1 letter sound.
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Key Stage 2

• Develop accurate pronunciation and 
intonation so that others understand when 
they are reading aloud or using familiar words 
and phrases

• Key Stage 3

• Transcribe words and short sentences that 
they hear with increasing accuracy

Step 6 – practise connecting the meaning, spelling 
and sound of the word
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Liaison is a key feature of French and needs to be taught to avoid confusion over 
meaning and recognition of words when heard in a sentence.
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Note how the words in blue sound different in isolation to when they are in a 
sentence and liaison occurs.
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By pronouncing these numbers with a noun beginning with a consonant, a 
comparison can be made to the sound of the same numbers when before a vowel 
(slide 33) and a silent h (slide 34)
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Copyright – Brilliant Publications
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An activity to practise liaison is to play the ‘11’ game. Each learner has to say a 
sequence of one, two or three numbers with the noun. If an error in pronunciation is 
made the learner is out, likewise if it falls to them to say the number 11.
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Copyright – Brilliant Publications

Using a grid such as this, the learners select a number of each object. The teacher 
calls out randomly a number of each noun when the pupil has heard all their 
selection they are the winner.
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Getting started in Primary

• Become familiar with the phonics of the 
language which you are teaching

• Devise actions for key sounds

• For French include the teaching of the 8 
colours, 6 numbers, days of the week, months 
and 3 animals in the first year of the scheme 
of work

• Use the 7 step process to teach new language

• Embed the teaching of phonics in every lesson

Above are the ways to introduce phonics into your teaching in KS2. 
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• Ensure all key sounds are encountered in the 
first lessons - 8 colours/ 6 numbers/ days of 
the week/ months of the year/ 3 animals

• Then reinforce constantly the letter/sound 
connections - embed the teaching of phonics 
in every lesson

• Provide classroom support with a frieze or 
sound and silent letter chart

• Use flashcards to practise the sounds

Getting started in Secondary
Beginners

Copyright – Brilliant Publications

Here are suggestions as how to get started in Secondary.
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Moving on with Intermediates

• Encourage learners to predict the sound of 
unfamiliar words using the sound/silent letter 
chart as support

• Use the 4 steps handout to pronounce 
unfamiliar words

• Develop the learners' confidence in their 
pronunciation

Copyright – Brilliant Publications

Here are ideas for when the pupils are familiar with all the key sounds.
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Here is a 4 step approach to pronouncing an unfamiliar word.
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Independence for Advanced Learners

• Use a phonetic symbols chart in conjunction 
with a dictionary to pronounce unfamiliar 
words with a very high degree of accuracy

Copyright – Brilliant Publications

Connecting a sound image to a phonetic symbol allows for easier use of the phonetic 
symbols in a bi-lingual dictionary.
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Why teach phonics
Learners become:

• More confident about their pronunciation

• Better communicators

• Better at spelling

• Better at recognising words when they hear them

• More independent learners as they have the 
tools to pronounce unfamiliar words without 
recourse to the teacher

See also NCELP – National Centre for Excellence for Language Pedagogy
https://ncelp.org/resources/resource-portal/

These are the reasons why teaching phonics is so important.
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Schemes of Work and Phonic 
Resources

Cave Languages French Schemes of Work
(with embedded phonics)

• Key Stage 2 
• Year 6 
• Mixed-Age 

Lesson plans and Smart Notebook Resources
• To introduce key vocabulary for 26 French sounds

https://www.cavelanguages.co.uk/schemes-of-work

If you are looking for schemes of work for KS2, more information about the one for 
KS2, Year 6 and Mixed-Age classes can be found on the website 
www.cavelanguages.co.uk/schemes-of-work The process of teaching of phonics as 
described is embedded within them. In addition, if you have a copy of Physical French 
Phonics, you can access for free the lesson plans and Smart Notebook resources to 
teach the key vocabulary which includes the 26 French sounds.
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One last sound in Hungarian.
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viszontlátásra

Can you pronounce the word for goodbye?
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Physical Spanish Phonics

‘Physical Spanish Phonics’ due to be published end of February 2020

Physical Spanish Phonics is due to be published at the end of February 2020. It will be 
in the same format as Physical French Phonics. The sounds which are the same 
phonemes as French use the same actions.
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For more information, questions or queries, please 
contact:
Sue Cave

sue@cavelanguages.co.uk
www.cavelanguages.co.uk

Physical French Phonics
www.brilliantpublications.co.uk

www.physicalfrenchphonics.co.uk
www.facebook.com/physicalfrenchphonics

Please contact Sue Cave at the above address for more information about this 
presentation.
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